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Open a file 
 
To open a file, just drop it on the icon of pnd (the image icon is a Wayana painting – 
Amerindians from French Guiana). 
Or drag and drop file onto a window of pnd software. 
Or click on filename button from the File panel and choose the file you want to open 
from the classic dialog box. 

 
 

File format 
 
Data are to be entered as text file such as : 
Date1<tab>Number 
Date2<tab>Number 
Etc… 
 
Example : 
1/01/1987 11 
2/01/1987 9 
3/01/1987 10 
4/01/1987 7 
5/01/1987 7 
6/01/1987 8 
7/01/1987 17 
8/01/1987 13 
9/01/1987 13 
 
From the first window you can choose to interpret date format as US or european 
format : 

 
 



If the nest number is unknown for a particular date, or enter the date without number 
associated or simply remove the line. The software will complete the missing dates 
 
Example : 

 
 
Important : 
The dates are converted to number of day with 0 being the first date of the time series. 
To perform interannual comparison, you must use an identical first date from year to 
year. 
Then, or the first date of your file is your reference date or enter this date to the field 
First Date from the File Panel  

 
 
If your file has been correctly read, the software displays you the Data panel. 
Just check all the data are correctly entered. 
 
Model fit 
 
Choose the Model panel. Various parameters values are indicated. If it is the first time 
you open a file (for example from excel spreadsheet, the program estimates a crude 
set of parameters). 
 
Uses the button Estimate to calculate likelihood using the current set of parameters 
and search to search for the best set of parameters that described your data. 
 

 



Two search algorithms are avalaible : 
Simplex search 
Gradient search 
 
Always uses at least gradient search. 
 

 
 
When finished the software shows you the best parametric description of nest counts 
along with various informations. 
 

 
 
Graphical results are also shown. 



 
 
 


